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. foster lﬂds’ nghts ‘Activists, '.’I’hmugh her foun-

dation, The Teen Project (TTF), Lauri helps
“America’s forgotten kids” find homes and tarn




ﬁrst of many times: Her mother {who
1 -hvedmCak&:rma)arzangedtohaveher

-r'meemmphcesmost'hdsme:&mra
foswrhmne,uhereyouﬂzhvemafaml—
1y house,ormagmupfacihtyforﬁmse

fﬁfpassedAtageM,Launranawayfor&le‘ '

Clockwise from left: Ashlay Moody, Rase
Hernandez, Mindy: Hoan .g China
Wilkerson, Sandy Phan, Ana Rosati,
Lauri Barns and Janelie Garcia

rushed- home,tmned on My computer
andwasdevastatedtoleamthatfis%of

) spread rapidly fhmugh worid of mouth,
’_‘_:a;ud support for the progect came from
‘ fnends eommmn_ty members and -

wordsheiladnotevenheazﬂbeﬁam“l.' wha she

foster chifdren in California were being ofitfi

mleasedmﬂiesumonﬂlelr igth

ve,” she says.
Shockmgly }twassometmmﬂ;esomal

heatl and g0 colle.ge' untit they were

readytobecome self—suppornng aduiis.
But she reahzed she first needed to
start a fmmdation o raise-awareness
about the cmmectmn betWeen foster
care and feen hmnelessuess Her idea

vors of - physxcal, sexual or emotlonal.
abuse who were puf i

Lanmj- nsuaﬁy seekéﬂ:tem cmt, ﬁve for E
each home, by sendmg emails to $ocial
workers, child advocates a_n_d teachers.
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i theaﬁercampmgrammdeﬁmmy
“-. Chelses;’ 21, ‘remémbers the day

kids have lumted one—on—one coniact

“boost the girls’ self-confidence, Lauri
‘oplmons and. . ideas during farndly

~ mieetings, heId regularly at both
,jhausexs,mvv]nd:ﬂleyleamhowto

-.'-_shemovedmtoﬂ'xepe &iﬂhomem sty
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w:lthacatmgadlﬂt_‘“l’hesehdshave
' rore !&cponsfbihnesﬂ;anyowoxm-
nary feen,” Laori says. “But in my
home,ltakecazeofﬂleblgsmﬁ’lﬂm
giving theim structure and love” To

giv&sﬂlanéplaﬁbrmtoexprwsﬂ:en—

familyciedie.com AUG 2012 €3




